I, Sean K. O’Neill, an Economic Officer of the Embassy of the United States of America
to the People’s Republic of Bangladesh (the “Embassy”) certify that the attached is a true
copy of diplomatic note no. 013 sent by the Embassy to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh on March 17, 2003 (the “Original Diplomatic
Note”) and of the documents attached to the Original Diplomatic Note.

////%

KO Neill™

Economic Officer

' st
Signed this 3= day of March, 2003

Certificate of Acknowledgement

Bangladesh )
City of Dhaka H
Embassy of the United States of America }

I have examined the documents to which this certification is attached and found them to
contain eight (8) pages, each of which page I have caused my seal to be affixed unto.
This document was acknowledged before meont day of March 2003,

Name: C!;!nton Brown
Vice Consul Vice Consul of the
United States of America




Bangladesh
. City of Dhaka ; g8:
7 ’ Embassy of the United States of America } )
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Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of Bangladesh and has the honor to refer to the letter

from the Minister of Environment and Forests of the Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, D.O. no. MoEF/5-5/25/2002/33 of January 13, 2002 (the “Ministry’s letter”), as
well as to the letter from the Director of the United States Agency for International Development
QOffice in Dhaka, Bangladesh to the Ministry of Environment and Forests no. 0604 of August 13,
2002 (the “USAID letter”), concerning changes to the Agreement between the Government of
the United States of America and the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Concerning the Establishment of a Tropical Forest Fund and a Tropical Forest COI’ISCT‘;r’a[iOn

Foundation (the “Agreement™) signed on September 12, 2000. Copies of both letters are

attached.

The Embassy welcomes the agreement of the Government of the People’s Republic of

Bangladesh with the changes proposed to Article Il (2} of the Agreement so that it now reads as

follows:

2. The Board shall consist of seven to ten members. It shall be composed of:

A. At least one representative appointed by the U.S. Government;

‘B. At least one representative appointed by the Government of Bangladesh; and
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C. At least three representatives of a broad range of nongovernmental forest-
related interests within Bangladesh, including representatives from: !
(i)  environmental nongovernmental organizations; | :
(i)  local community development nongovernmental organizations;
and

(iii)  scientific, academic and/or forestry organizations.

Theé Embassy has the honor to confirm that the USAiD letter and the Ministry’s letter in reply f
constitute an international agreement between our two Governments that enters into force on the |
date of this Note, with effect from January 13, 2003, the date of the Ministry’s letter agreeing to
the changes.
The Embassy of the United States of America avails itself of this opportunity to renew to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of Bangladesh the assurances of its
highest consideration.

1

Embassy of the United States of America,

Dhaka, March 17, 2003.

Bangladesh ' ),
City of Dhaka 168
Embassy of the United States of America )

| certify that this/tfie annexed document is a trug and
faititful copy of the original, and that it has heen
carefully examined ty me, compared with the gaid
original, and found to agree with it word-to-word

anet figure-to-figure. g :
This photocopy consists of_g_ page(s).
Signature W
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Vice Consul
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AGEMCY FOR IMTERRATIONAL Bmmm

August 15, 2002

7

Mr. Sabihuddin Ahmed S AID letrer no: 0604
Secretary - -~

Ministry of Envirooment and Forests

Bhaban 6, 13" Floor /

Secretariat
Dhaka

Dear Mr, Ahmed:

This letter is to follow-up on the letter sent 1o.you by Michael Gonzales on July 23%. In
. that letter, Mr. Gonzales raised the issue of identifying two additional non-governmental
members 1o serve on the Board of Directors of the Bangladesh Tropical Forest Conservation
Foundation He also mentioned that Washington has agreed to amend the Bilateral Agreement
via an axchangc of letters between Ambassador Peters and Minister Sirgj,

The US Embassy suggests several potential candidates below who we believe would be
strong additions to the present five-member Board. While these individuals did not participate in
the December 2000 NGO consultation process, each one has been recommended to the U.S.
Embassy by NGOs as strong potential members of the Board. All four individuals mentioned
below are figures of narional prominence and we hope that you will agree that each of them has
demonstrated & long-term, active interest in environmental conservation efforts. The potential
candidates, in no order of preference, are: :

Mr, Raja Devashish Roy, Chakma Raja, Chmrpcrson TAUNGYA Agroforestry NGO

Dr. Ainun Nishat, Country Representative, [UCN Bangladesh
Mr. Kazi Fazier Rahman, Advisor and formcr Chairman of PKSF and Cﬂmrpcrson 10

Acid Survivors NGO
o Prof. Abdur Rahman, Chairman, Department of Forestry, Khulna University

Pleage note thas the U.S. Embassy has not had any contact with any of these individuals
10 determine if they would be interested in serving in this capacity. We would suggest that we

meet in the near future to discuss candidates for these positions,

Bangladesh . }
. City of Dhaka ) S8
Embassy of the Unlted States of America }

{ certify that this/the annexed document is a truo and
faithful copy of the original, and that it has been
carzfully examined by e, compared with the said
original, and found to agree with it word-to-word

and figure-todigure. ?
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Signature . /W
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I would also like to share with you the draft language which is attached and
wag
developed by the U.S. Department of State to accomplish the change in the composition of the
Board of Directors from five members to seven members, If you have dny questions or
%En::gs otgatfx;n ;_m:posed Imllsnguage please let me know. Once we receive 2 confirmation from
ce that this draft language is table, we will release i fon si
Offics that this aceep the official version signed by

Once the exchange of letters is completed, we will advise our local co amend
draft Memorandum and Articles of Association for the Foundation. nasel fo the

éinq-erely,

Pl Benge

Gene V. George _
Mission Director

Enclosura: a/sg

Eangladesh }
City of Dhaka -
Embassy of the United States of Americ ] -

| certify that this/thre annexed docyment js a true and
fattiful copy of the original, and that it has been
carefully examined by me, compared with the said
original, and found to agree with i word-to-word

and figure-to-figure. 8

This photocapy consists of page(s).

Signature %/ﬁ
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" Immnngtopmposeanamendmcnttothwkmembetwemthc Govermment of the
Utiited States of Ametica and the Government of the Peaple's Republic of Bangladesh
Conceming the Establishment of a Tropical Forest Fund and a Tropical Forest Conservation
Board (the “Apreement™), signed on September 12, 2000. As you are aware, Article II(2) of the

Agreement currently states:

J

“2. The Board shall consist of five members. It shall be composed of:

A. One representative appointed by the .S, Government;

B. One representative appointed by the Government of Bangladesh; and

C. Three representatives of a broad range of nongovernmental fnrﬁst-relaied
interests within Bangladesh, including representatives from;
{i} environmental nongovernmental organizations;
(i)  local community development nongovernmental organizations; and
(ili)  scientific, academic and/or forestry organizations” :

Subsequent to gigning the Agreement, we have learned that it is a requirement of
Bangladeshi law that in order for the Board to be incorporated in Bangladesh it must have at
least seven members. Therefore we propose amending Article ITI(2) of the agreement as
follows: ‘

“2. The Board ghall consist of seven to ten members. It shall be composed of:

A. At least one representative appointed by the U.S. Government;

B. At least one representative appointed by the Government of Bangladesh; and

C. At least three representatives of a broad range of nongovemmental forest-
related interests within Bangladesh, including representatives from:
{) environmental nongovernmental organizations;
(i1) local community development nongovernmental organizations: and
(i)  scientific, academic and/or forestry organizations.”

As can be seen, the proposed amendment changes Article I (2) by changing the number
of Board members from “five” to “seven to ten” and placing “ar least” before the number of
designated representatives from the U.S. Goverrment, Government of Bangladesh and
nongovernmenial organizations. These changes will allow the Board to have at least seven
members, as required by Bangladeshi law, and provide the ffexibility for the Doard to have s
many as ten members withour amending the Agreement.

We note that the current requirement in Article III(3) that the representatives in Article T
(ZXC), that is the non-government reprasentauvcs, shall constitute a majority of the members of
- the Board is still in effect. Thus, whether the Board consists of BEVEN I or additional
members up {o ten members, the rcpmscmatwes in Article I (2)(C) mitaays constitute a_. )58

mjonw of the Buard. Embassy of the United States of America }
1 ceriify that this/Mse annexed decumeént is a true and

We propose that the first Board will have one mpmenmnve ﬁg‘e pisA E\jﬁgbmv, fpipppeneen
one representative from the Government of Bangladesh and ﬁve repregentativessienyelim bbd to-word

and figure-to-figure.
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Pleasemﬁmnusmwriungofymlrgovemnmtsooncmanccmtht!usamemiment. With that
written confirmation of concurrence, AxucleﬂI(Z)wﬂlbuconsidmdthusammdedbyboth

Governmens,
Sincerely,

Mary Amm Peters

Bangladesh : )
City of Dhaka } 88:
Embassy of the United States of America )

i ceriify that this/the annexed document is a true and
Faithiel copy of the original, and that it has been
carefully examined by me, compared with the said
originai, and found to agres with it word-to-word

and figura-to-figure,

This ghotocopy consists of — pagels).
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I am writing to indicate my government’s concurrence with the amendment you proposed
in a [date] letter to Article IIL (2) of Agreement Between tha Government of the United States of

America and The Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh Concerning the

Establishment of a Tropical Forest Fund and a Tropical Forest Conservation Board (the

“Agreement™), signed on September 12, 2600.

We agree with all of the changes you proposed to Article T (2) and therefore, with this
letter the Article ITI(2) of the Agreement now states:

. The Board shall consist of seven-ten members. It shall be composed of:

A. At least one representanve appointed by the U.S. Government;
B. At least one representative appointed by the Government of Bangladesh; and

C. At least three representatives of a broad range of nongovernmental forest-
related interests within Bangladesh, inchiding representatives from;
(i) envirommental nongovernmaental organizations;
(i)  local commumity development nongovernmental organizations; and
(i)  scientific, academic and/or forestry organizations.”

We understand that thé currert requirement in Article III(3) that the repreéentatives in
Article IIT (2)(C), that is the non-governmental representatives, shall constitute a msjority of the
members of the Board is still in effect, whether the Board consists of seven members or

additional members up to ten members.

We also understand that the first Board shall consist of seven members: ong
representative of the U.S. Govemnment, one representative of the Government of Bangladesh and

five representatives from eligible nongovermnmental organizations.

Sincerely,

Shahjahan Siraj

Bangladesh
City of Dhaka }S8S:
. Embassy of the United States of America )

1 cerlify that thisfte annexed document is a true and
faithiul copy of the eriginal, and that it has been
carefully examined by me, compared wiih the said
original, and found to agree with it word-io-word

an figure-to-figure. - g
This photocqp’y consists of
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Minister
. Ministry of Environment & Forest
. Bovernment of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

D. 0. No. .....0.No:MoEF/S-5/25/2002] B 7> | : Dated the 1201, 2002

, Excelle}xcy,

The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh presents its complements to the
‘Government of the United States of America and has the honor to indicate the concurrence of the
Government of People's Republic of Bangladesh to the amendment proposed in your letter dated
15 Angust, 2002 (under reference no. 0604) regarding Article III (2) of Agreement between the
Govemment of the United States of America and the Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh conceming the establishment of a Tropical Forest Fund and 2 Tropical Forest
Conservation Foundation under "Agreement" signed on Séptember 12, 2000.

2. We are in agreement with the changes you proposed to Article I (2) and therefore, with
this letter the Article ITI(2) of the Agreement now states:

"2.The Board shall consist of seven-ten members. It shall be eomposed of:

A. At least one representative appointed by the U.S. Government,

B. At least one representalive appointed by the Government of Bangladesh; and

C. At least three representatives of a broad range of non-governmental forest
related interests within Bangladesh, including representatives from;

Q) environmental non-governmental organizations,
(in local community development non-governmental organization, and
(1t} scientific, academic and / or forestry organizations.”

3 We understand that the current requirement in Article I1I(3) that the representatives in
Article I {2) (C), that is the non-governmental representatives, shail constitute & majority of the
members of the Foundation is stiil in effect, whether the Foundation consisis of seven members or
additional members up to ten members.

4. We alsc understand that the first Board sha[t consist of seven members in keeping with the
reformulated Article III (2) of the agreement.

With assurance of our highest consideration always.

Yours Sincerely,

| maﬁ’gﬂf{

Bangladesh . ‘ Sh % an Sisai
City of Dheka (Shijah )
/ Embassy of the United States of America )
Her Excellency, 7 lcer’dfy that this/the annexed uocument is atrue and
Madam Mary Ann Peters, faithtul copy of the original, and that it has been ‘
Hon'ble Ambassador, carefully examined by me, compared with the 5:\{1 Tea
1 1 ariginal, and found lo agres wits it word-to- wor -
Um.tf:d States of America, o e toAigue. e
B andhara, . This photocopy consists of page{s}.

AT Dhaka. | signatar 67‘4/‘”
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